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SERMON SUGGESTIONS FOR BIBLE-STUDY SUNDAY. 



BIBLE STUDY AND THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH. 

By John H. Vincent, 
Zurich, Switzerland. 

" Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom ; teaching and admon- 
ishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts unto God." — Col. 3: 16. 

1. Some ancient authorities read for " the word of Christ " "the 
word of the Lord," others " the word of God." But the whole Bible 
is "the word of Christ." (Show in what sense this is true.) 

2. Punctuation is sometimes exposition. Eminent authorities sus- 
tain the American Committee in the revision of 188 1 in placing a 
semicolon after the word " richly " instead of after " wisdom." This 
division of the text, with another semicolon after "one another" (R.V.), 
will present in the entire verse three topics worthy of careful study: 

(a) The place of the Word in the life of the church : " Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly." 

(i) The wise study of the Word by the church : " In all wisdom 
teaching and admonishing one another." 

(c) The vital, personal, jubilant experimental life of the church 
through this use of the Word : " With psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs singing with grace in your hearts unto God." 

3. Suggestions, to be arranged under the above general outline : 

(a) The processes of subjective grace are carried on according to the 
teaching of Scripture through the use of the Word by the Holy Spirit. 
As the wire is the medium of the electric current, so the truth is the 
medium of the Spirit. Find in the Bible statements sustaining this 
proposition as to the processes of conviction, enlightenment, conver- 
sion, success in prayer, deliverance from sin, strength, stability, free- 
dom, sanctification, victory, oneness with God. Find statements 
concerning the power, perfection, and effectual working of the Word. 

(b) The work of teaching, admonition, reproof, instruction to be 
constantly carried on in the church. The sanctification of intellectual 
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power. Not sacraments and ceremonies at the center, but thinking 
with the head and heart, and being built up by truth. 

(() " In all wisdom " as to motive, matter, and method. The 
highest critical faculties, the most scientific processes to be employed, 
the most fearless and exhaustive researches to be made, the docile 
spirit, the hunger after truth to dominate. Sanctified scholarship. 

(</) The word "dwell " as used in the Greek. Examine its radi- 
cal meaning. Is there a figure involved in it out of which a picture 
may be developed ? 

(e) The testimony and experience of eminent men as to the value 
and use of the Holy Scriptures : Sir Isaac Newton, Sir William Jones, 
John Milton, Daniel Webster, Sir Walter Scott, Lord Kelvin, Tenny- 
son, Browning, Ruskin, and others. 

(/) The recorded habits of devout saints in the use of the Word. 
(An endless list.) 

(g) Study the bearing of the distinctive Christian qualities on Bible 
study. Read carefully vss. 12-15 immediately preceding the text. 
Moral purity (Col. 3 : 5-1 1), humility, and kindness are necessary to 
the largest and best results of Bible study. 

(h) A joyful religious experience that expresses itself in " song " 
is a great help to Bible study. It is the best preparation for it. And 
truth in the heart is sure to put itself into music. 



THE WHOLE CHURCH STUDYING THE BIBLE. 

By Amory H. Bradford, 
Montclair, N. J. 

"And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation, both men and 
women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh 
month." — Neh. 8 : 2. 

THE PLACE OF THE BIBLE IN CHRISTIANITY. 

It occupies a position vital to Christianity, because it is the record 
of the Christian origins. We know what Jesus is from subsequent his- 
tory : we know what he was from the Bible alone. A captain might 
as wisely ignore his compass as a Christian neglect his Bible. 

What is most needed in these times is knowledge of what the Bible 
contains, not a theory of its genesis. If we know what it really is, all 
other questions concerning it will settle themselves. 

REASONS FOR STUDYING THE BIBLE. 

i. Because it is the record of the revelation of Jesus Christ. 



